AN INP GOES TC SCHOOQL

Msny pearente of Imps asre naturally anxious about the situation
their child will face when the time comes to go to school. Playgroup is a
good =tsrt but hov will he or she manage in the more formal environment?
Cen #nd will the loecsl schools co-operste or will it be necessary for the
child to go to s specisl school? Ve cen only spesk from ocur own
exrerience with our own lncsl authority dbut & fow thoughts and detsils

nay perhaps be of sssistsnce to those aprrosching thie decision.

The first znd most importent thing is thet there is no resson why
an Imp should not go to the ordinary local school in the usual way.
The Education Act 1981 is the over-riding legislation end it obliges

the local education authority to make arrengements so that children with

'special educational needs' can be educated in.oxdiparyngch° l
children are entitled to go to-school iﬁ'the'ﬁfdiﬁéf§ﬁﬁa&qand_;t_
necessary to feel inhibited about it. Of courss, the”extéﬁf-df'the
individual handicep varies and in the case of each child may or may'nof'.
be sccompsnied by othier difficulties which may meke special schooling more
appropriate but if you want your child to attend an ordinary school end
think thet were it not for being an Imp he or she could cope with it then
don't be put off.

The wey it worked out for us wss that the local education suthority
allocsted e special welfare essistant to the school which Toby (now 6) now
attends. She is there to help him clisnge the ped he wears snd his
underwear when necesssry. The stzff know sbout his difficulty and he
Juct goes out as ncecessary thus reducing sny possible emberrassment end
comients from othexr children about ssmells, etc. Much will depend on the
extent of the child's problem and on how the child is equipred &and
orgenised before resching school age but one imegines thet various

arrangerents could be mede by the authority es necessary.

“het exactly is necesssry for the locsl educestion suthority to
provide will be decided by the authority snd yourselves going through
the verious steps laid dovn by the Act. This brings me to soxe other
points. I would recommend & parent going into this proce ure to get a
copy of the Act or &t least access to it - meybe st the library. I+t helps
to know what the officisl letters you receive ere referring to and can
prevent misunderstendings. cometimes there is 2 tendsncy for loesl

government officers Jjust to quote clunks of the Act without ackrnowledging
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this end in one letter we hsd there was reference to liability

for # fine if e notice was not complied with under the Act. I%
wes not something that reelly applied to our situation but it was
in the Lct s0 it was quoted to us - it vas a relief to us to know
thet it was just a formelity which, without the Lect to hand, we would

not heve reslised.

The next thing is that the procedure cezn be complicsted, although
not necessarily so, and, like s1l matters to do with local government,
takes & long time. From start to finish ourstook sbout 15 months and
we had no real complicetions slthough, to be fezir, ours was the first
case the suthority had deslt with under the fct so they were as new
to it &8s we were. Our adivce, therefore, is to start things in

motion well in advance of the time you went your child to start school,

Whet we did was to approach the Head of the school wé selectéd.'.'“
His position was thet he was heppy to have Toby in ithe school but not
wihout a specizl welfare assistant - note here, most primery schools
have welfare assistents but their duties would not cover Toby's
gitustion snd whaet was required wes =& special welfare sssistant. Ve
then approsched the education officer and it wes in thet way that the

1681 Educetion Act procedure begesn.

That procedure is by way of 'assessment' of the child znd for
this purpose interviews with various experts may be held. Even
though we had g1 the necesssry information from ueen Elizabeth
Hospital #nd tie Doneld ‘innicott Centre snd provided it to the
suthority tiey still insisted on doin, their own sssessment as well
vut it was quite simple and stresichtforward, clthouxh time-consuning
gttending intervievws and receiviig visits, ete. It is =lso worth
noting, =nd it will be wointed out, th:it 2t erch stage the perents
aprg consuited snd given the copportunity to comment snd, if necessery,

sppeel agrinst the conclusions or decisions, etc.

it the end of the procedure the authority issues & stetement
setting out the conclusions and,if there rre speeizl nceds, what it ie
going to do to ensble those needs to be met. In cur cezse that Toby
did need helg with toiletiting, th-t he should go to an crdiuery school
znd therefore a speciezl welfare sssist-nt would be provided and sowe

speciel equipm. nt to diszpose of tle soiled pads, etc. Thet strtement
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may be reviewed snnuelly but we heve had no further enquiries.
4lso the statement is maintained by the authority snd is transfersble

from one eres to enother if you move.

That is our experience znd we ere delighted with the way everything
hes worked out. We found the officials very helpful but very cautious
#nd slow but, neturally, much will depend on the perscnzlities
involved. Once agein, don't forget that our children don't have to
be segregzted an¢, with petience and determinstion, the difficulties

can be overcone,
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